LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Claim 1 (canceled) 

Claim 2 (Currently Amendment) 

The test device of claim 1 A test device for monitoring a predetermined pressure load on 
a patient's foot as exerted by a body weight of the patient during walking, comprising: 

a pressure sensor for being placed under the heel of the patient's foot for monitoring a 
predetermined pressure load; 

the pressure sensor comprising a circular, ring-shaped, curved washer having a snap 
portion which is adapted for being snapped-over from a rest position under a predetermined 
pressure load of the patient's foot and snapped into an active monitoring position whereby the 
snapping action is accompanied by an audible signal and further by a sensitive sensing signal 
acting bodily against the heel of the patient's foot, the snap portion of the curved washer being 
returned again into its rest position upon relief of the predetermined pressure load in which the 
snap portion of the curved washer comprises a conically shaped elevation which surrounds a 
central opening of the curved washer and is adapted to snap an adjacent edge portion of the 
curved washer into its active monitoring position. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) 

The test device of claim + 2, in which the curved washer is arranged between first and 
second pressure plates that are designed as shoe inserts whereby a first pressure plate is used as a 
heel support for the patient's foot. 
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Claim 4 (Original) 

The test device of claim 3 in which said first pressure plate which is used as a heel 
support of the patient's foot is provided with an elevated portion adapted for coming into contact 
with the snap portion of the curved washer. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) 

A test device for monitoring a predetermined pressure load on a patient's foot as exerted 
bv a body weight of the patient during walking, comprising: 

a pressure sensor for being placed under the heel of the patient's foot for monitoring a 
predetermined pressure load; 

the pressure sensor comprising a circular, ring-shaped, curved washer having a snap 
portion which is adapted for being snapped-over from a rest position under a predetermined 
pressure load of the patient's foot and snapped into an active monitoring position whereby the 
sna pping action is accompanied bv an audible signal and further bv a sensitive sensing signal 
acting bodily against the heel of the patient's foot, the snap portion of the curved washer being 
returned again into its rest position upon relief of the predetermined pressure load ; 

in which the snap portion of the curved washer comprises a conicallv shaped elevation 
which surrounds a central opening of the curved washer and is adapted to snap an adjacent edge 
portion of the curved washer into its active monitoring position; 

in which the curved washer is arranged between first and second pressure plates that are 
designed as shoe inserts whereby a first pressure plate is used as a heel supp ort for the patient's 
foot; and 

The test device of claim 4, in which the curved washer is arranged within a recess of a the 
second pressure plate, the recess being aligned with an the elevated portion of the first pressure 
plate and being provided for limiting a snapped-over monitoring position of the snap portion of 
the curved washer. 
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Claim 6 (Original) 

The test device of claim 3, in which the first and second pressure plates are designed 
substantially as dishes in the form of a rest for the patient's heel. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended) 

A test device for monitoring a predetermined p rec.-e load on , p atipnt ,, ^ ..^ 
by a body weight of the patient durinp walkin g comprismg: 

a pressure sensor for being placed under the hegj pf p atient > s fnnt fnr mnnit ^ T „ 
predeter mined p ressure lnaH ; 

the pressure sensor comprising a circular rinp -ch^d. Cllrwri wachpr ho „ ; _ „ ^ 
portion which is adapted for being manned-over frr,m , w p 0sition , in<ter a 
pressure load of the patient's foot and snapped into an a,, iw ^ { torinp nnsitinn „, Wahy ^ 
snapping action is accompanied by an audible .signal anH f,.r, h erhv , SRn „w , mc ; 7 sJm} 
acting bodily apainst the heel of the patient's foot, the .nap „r ms cllrvpH W3oh „ r hoi „„ 

returned again into its rest position upon relief of the nredejerrmned p re«.,re i^. 

in which the snap portion of the curved washer mr* ^ a cnnirallv ^ 
which surrounds a central opening of the curved washer anH •„ a Hap , ed tn snan an a>ijOTWt ^„ 

portion Of the curved washer into its active rnn n jtorinp positim,; 

in which the curved washer is arranged bet ween first and s econd pressure p lates that are 
designed as shoe inserts whereby a first pressure plate ig used a, a ho e , Slmnnrt fnr ^ r „ v „, v 
foot: and 

The iL-liLiiLLufdaiiuJ, in which the first and second pressure plates are interlinked by 
a common pivot means for being relatively movable with respect to each other. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended) 

The test device of claim 7 in which the common pivot means is provided in such a 
manner as to allow a positioning of the curved washer between the first and second pressure 
plates when adjusted into a relatively opened arrangement. 
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Claim 9 (Canceled) 



Claim 10 (Canceled) 
Claim 11 (New) 

A test device for "monitoring a predetermined pressure load on a patient's foot as exerted 
by a body weight of the patient during walking, comprising: 

a pressure sensor which is to be placed under the heel of the patient's foot for monitoring 
a predetermined pressure load; 

the pressure sensor comprising a circular, ring-shaped, curved washer having a snap 
portion which is formed with a conically shaped elevation adapted for being snapped-over from a 
rest position into an active monitoring position under a predetermined pressure load of the 
patient's foot whereby the snapping action of the snap portion is accompanied by an audible 
signal and further also by a sensitive sensing signal acting bodily against the heel of the patient's 
foot, 

the conically shaped elevation surrounding a central opening of the curved washer and 
being adapted to snap-over an adjacent edge portion of the curved washer into said active 
monitoring position and to turn it back again into its rest position on a relief of the predetermined 
pressure load. 

Claim 12 (New) 

The test device of claim 11, in which the curved washer is arranged between first and 
second pressure plates that are designed as shoe inserts and cooperatively used for snapping-over 
the conically shaped elevation under a predetermined pressure load as applied against a first 
pressure plate of said first and second pressure plates and used as a heel support for the patient's 
foot. 
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Claim 13 (New) 

The test device of claim 12 in which said first pressure plate is provided with a 
downwardly oriented elevated portion adapted for coming into contact with the conically shaped 
elevation of the curved washer which is positioned underneath the first pressure plate. 

Claim 14 (New) 

The test device of claim 13 in which the curved washer is arranged within a recess of the 
second pressure plate of said first and second pressure plates, the recess being aligned with the 
elevated portion of the first pressure plate and being provided for limiting the active monitoring 
position of the snap portion of the curved washer. 

Claim 15 (New) 

The test device of claim 12 in which said first and second pressure plates are designed 
substantially as dishes in the form of a rest for the patient's heel. 

Claim 16 (New) 

The test device of claim 12 in which said first and second pressure plates are interlinked 
by a common pivot for being movable with respect to each other between a relatively opened and 
a relatively closed mutual positioning. 

Claim 17 (New) 

The test device of claim 16 in which the common pivot is provided in such a manner as to 
allow a positioning of the curved washer between the first and second pressure plates when being 
in the mutually opened position. 

Claim 18 (New) 

The test device of claim 1 1 in which distinct predetermined pressure loads are obtained 
with correspondingly distinct spring characteristics of a multiple set of curved washers. 
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Claim 19 (New) 

The test device of claim 1 1 in which distinct predetermined pressure loads are obtained 
by a laminate of a corresponding multiple arrangement of individual curved washers all of which 
are provided with the same spring characteristic. 

Claim 20 (New) 

The test device of claim 12 in which the curved washer is arranged within a recess of the 
second pressure plate of said first and second pressure plates, the recess being aligned with the 
elevated portion of the first pressure plate and being provided for limiting the active monitoring 
position of the snap portion of the curved washer. 

Claim 21 (New) 

The test device of claim 5, in which said elevated portion of said first pressure plate is 
disposed for coming into contact with the snap portion of the curved washer. 

Claim 22 (New) 

The test device of claim 5, in which the first and second pressure plates are designed 
substantially as dishes in the form of a rest for the patient's heel. 
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AMENDMENT TO THE ABSTRACT 

A test device for monitoring a predetermined pressure load on a patient's foot as exerted 
by the body weight of the patient during walking c o mprises has a pressure sensor which is 
designed as a circular, ring-shaped, curved washer having a snap portion in the form of a 
conically shaped elevation that is adapted for being can be snapped-over from a rest position into 
an active monitoring position when a predetermined pressure load is sensed^JThis whereby the 
snapping action is accompanied by an audible signal as well as by a sensitive sensing signal 
acting bodily against the heel of the patient's foot under which the test device is placed. 
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